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. He said: “We. [the devel—

) ‘oper] obtained’ land use rights

licenced ‘in
marked its

t10n as of October 2009.

" In response, the project’s
investors stated that the lack
of visible signs of progress
was not an indicator of the
project’s overall health, -

Lai Voon Homn, general
director of Hoa Lam-Shangri-

La Healghrcare, said at a press

.construc-.

. [LURs] for the entire’ project

in April 2009, just six months
ago S0 we: have only recently

i gotthe State Bank permission

to" put moriey. into the project.

-'We are' also waiting, for the

constructmn licence from‘the
Mlmstry _of _.Constructlcm

ofia 250-bed hOSpltal a ‘med-

1caI trammg centre a kmder—

usually only put in' money
after receiving LURs. How-
ever, with the support shown
by the leaders of Ho Chi Minh

City and-the’ Central ‘govern=
- ment, “we had the confidence
to begin putting in dur money

and begin designing the hos-

pital first. That is why we're..
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_ the ! construc-.
tion drawings only five
maonths after we received the

- LURs and. the land demarca-
" tion,” he stressed.

He said VND250 billion
($14 million) had been dis-

.bursed into project’s adminis-

trative and

approval,

licencing

“We are working hard to

get the project moving for-
ward in line with our promis-
es made to the Vietnamese
government and the people of

Is nursed

.Ho Ch1 Minh Clty ” He stated

that if all went well the first
phase might be put into con-
struction in'eatly 2010, with
an opening in 2011,

Nguyen Van Hiep, vice
director of Ho Chi Minh

City’s Department of Con-
struction, said the project was
of great ‘governmerit :impor-

“tance and flow of administra-

tive procedures took a bit
more time than usual. Howev-
er, the investor’s cooperation
to the project had made its
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pro gress go quickly compared
with other projects, particu-
larly in this difficult econom-
ic climate. -

“The project’s delay is
also attributed to it being long -
planned by the city’s govern:’

ment. When Hoa Lam-
Shangri-la -came-in, it tock
time adjustments to be made
to planning and market
research,” Hiep added. The
park’s development will span

five phases over a period of:

nine years and.will address

the current shortage of world-
class, comprehensive health-
care services and facilities in
Ho Chi Minh C1ty

research’ centres ' medical
instifutes, commercial and
retail components, supporting
service residences and other
community facilities:




